GOETHE'S REPUTATION IN ENGLAND DURING HIS LIFETIME
but as early as April, 1822, there appeared in The New Edinburgh
Review his first essay on Goethe. He continued fOr a decade *to
contribute to various periodicals a series of articles on German
literature in general, and Goethe in particular, which together
with his translations introduced to the English world an aspect
of Goethe of which it had hitherto been almost completely
ignorant. He made his readers aware of a sage with a clarified
mind and a new philosophic message. "In Goethe", he said, "we
discover by far the most striking instance, in our time, of a writer
who is, in strict speech, what Philosophy can call a Man. He is
neither noble nor plebeian, neither liberal nor servile, nor infidel
nor devotee; but the best excellence of all these, joined in pure
union; 'a clear and universal Man.' Goethe's poetry is no separate
faculty, no mental handicraft; but the voice of die whole har-
monious manhood: nay it is the very harmony, the living and
life-giving harmony of that rich manhood which forms his
poetry. All good men may be called poets in act, or in word; all
good poets are so in both. But Goethe besides appears to us as a
person of that deep endowment, and gifted vision, of that ex-
perience also and sympathy in the ways of all men, which qualify
him to stand forth, not only as the literary ornament, but in many
respects too as the Teacher and exemplar of his age. For, to say
nothing of his natural gifts, he has cultivated himself and his art,
he has studied how to live and write, with a fidelity, an unwearied
earnestness, of which there is no other living instance; of which,
among British poets especially, Wordsworth alone offers any
resemblance. And this in our view is the result: To our minds, in
these soft melodious imaginings of his, there is embodied the
Wisdom which is proper to this time; the beautiful, the religious
Wisdom, which may still, with something of its old impressive-
ness, speak to the whole soul; still, in these hard, unbelieving
utilitarian days, reveal to us glimpses of the Unseen but not unreal
World, that so the Actual and the Ideal may again meet together,
and clear Knowledge be again wedded to Religion, in the life
and business of men."1
To put Goethe before the English public as "the Teacher and
1 Foreign Review (1828).
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